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Abstract

This study aims to highlight the position and the role of the Palestinian literature in emphasizing the
spirit of resistance and defiance for the sake of liberation of Jerusalem. The study relies on the
analytical descriptive approach, which it analyses the content of several Palestinian poems which call
to defend the land of Jerusalem. This study found that literature is a reflection of societies where it
portrays the social realities of specific societies. And as Palestinian people witness a major political
and social conflicts for more than fifty years up until now, hence some of them choose to express their
experiences through literary writings. Therefore, this study concludes that Palestinian literature plays
a very important role in proliferating the Palestinian issues to the people all around the world,
encourages people to defend the land of Jerusalem and later on liberate it from the Israeli occupiers
by any appropriate and suitable means.
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If I must die, you have to live
To tell my stories, to sell my things
To buy a piece of cloth and some strings
(Make it white with a long tail)

So that a child, somewhere in Gaza
While looking heaven in the eye
Making it blush under his gaze
Awaiting his dad who left in a blaze-
And bid no one farewell
Not even to his flesh, not even to himself-
Sees the kite, my kite you made, flying up above,
And think for a moment an angel is there
Bringing back love
If I must die, let it bring hope
Let it be a tale’’.
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My grandfather used to count the days for return with his fingers
He then used stones to count
Not enough
He used the clouds birds people

Absence turned out to be too long
Thirty-six years until he died
For us now it is over seventy years

My grandpa lost his memory
He forgot the numbers the people
He forgot home

II

I wish I were with you grandpa
I would have taught myself to write to you
Poems volumes of them and paint our home for you
I would have sewn you from soil
A garment decorated with plants
And trees you had grown
I would have made you
Perfume from oranges
And soap from the skies tears of joy
Couldn’t think of something purer>®
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